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Decoding History 

What is History? 

1. Brainstorm the definition of history and the key terminology used during its study. Using the key terms come up 

with a definition of ‘history’.  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

What are he definitions of ‘heritage’ and ‘conservation’. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your History 

• Find out where your family members were during WWII and what they did. Interview a parent, grandparent or 

great-grandparent about their experiences during WWII. Collect copies of family photos, letters, clothing or 

objects from the period. Compile a power point report on their family history during the period.  
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Primary vs. Secondary Data Sources 

Primary sources are created in the period that you are researching such as a newspaper article that was written about 

an event when the event occurred.  

Secondary sources are created by someone who was not at the event or time but has instead used primary sources to 

learn about the event  

1) Look at the list below. Circle primary data sources and underline the secondary data sources 

photo                                                                      website     object   

newspaper article                                                 book- Ron Maslin    oral history                                                              

opinion/editorial article c.1940                          documentary    Museum Display Board 

Novel       poem         Source Booklets 

 

2) Which source is more reliable and why? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

There is a further category division that must be made that will influence the potential useability of primary sources

- Fact and Opinion 

3) What is the difference between the two and why would one be more reliable than the other?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) Look at the list below. Circle fact and underline opinion. 

Photo                                                                     website   book- Ron Maslin 

object                                                                    Museum Display Board       novel 

Documentary     oral history  

 

Some examples of Primary and Secondary sources are on the next page. 
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Decoding History 

Primary vs. Secondary Data Sources 

The following interview will teach you more about Primary Source information, and what life was like at 10EFTS 

Corporal Jean Bruce WAAAF  

1) What was your job? 

I was a fabric worker. My work involved folding parachutes in the parachute section. As the boys brought them in they were 

unfolded and hung in a flu for several hours then laid out on a large table which had a lighted glass section. The parachute 

was moved over the lighted glass so we could inspect the silk for the slightest hole. The area on which any damage was noted 

was recorded and repairs carried out by one of the senior girls.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) As a fabric worker do you have to repair the tiger moths? 

Yes, the repairs involved special stitching, or the replacement of a section of fabric. We then applied several coats of red 

dope. As we were using dope we were required to drink plenty of milk. 

3) How were your meals? 

The meals were passable, but I still remember the herrings, or goldfish as we called them, which we had on Fridays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) What was your favourite past time? 

I started a garden with a row of sweet peas. Some of us also used to go for walks in the bush beyond the airfield. We would 

get bread and butter from the kitchen and go yabbying. 
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Reading a Site 

Locate the below images on the site map by drawing a line to each 
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Mystery Investigation: Canberra Disaster 

 

Source:  Canberra Times 14th August 1940 

After reading the  newspaper article on the pervious two pages. Answer the following questions. 

 

1) What is the key theme/issue displayed in this newspaper article?  

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

2) How experienced was the pilot Bob Hitchcock? 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

3) What were the weather conditions like that day? 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

4) Who was the pilot-in-command? 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

5) What were the findings of the Court of Inquiry? 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
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A close re-examination of the fatal event, which killed ten people in total (including 3 war time government minis-
ters), uncovered evidence indicating that Air Minister Fairbairn (and not the experienced RAAF pilot Bob Hitch-
cock) may have been flying the plane when it met its fiery destiny. Tales were also told of the charred bodies of 
victims being misidentified as smoldering stumps and improper collection and documentation of evidence re-
sulting in the true nature of the tragedy being shroud in mystery forever. 

Please visit the below site: 

http://www.asc.asn.au/blog/2013/08/31/event-review-canberras-deadliest-air-disaster-re-examined/ 

What is the main issue of controversy regarding this crash? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Below: Photos of the crash site: Canberra air disaster 1940 which killed 10 people . 
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Initial Investigation of Canberra Disaster 
What are the reasons SUPPORTING/INDICATING claims that someone other than the pilot was flying the Hud-
son when it crashed? 

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
What are some of the reasons SUPPORTING/INDICATING the pilot Bob Hitchcock was flying the plane and may 
have been at fault? 

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

How do you think this disaster impacted Australia? (Think of the time it happened and who was on the plane) 

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
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• Objects 

• Oral history transcripts 

What type of secondary source would you want to create? (What format do you want your project to be when it’s fin-
ished.) 

• static museum display 

• television documentary 

• website 

• book 

First decide on a topic for your project. Do some research online to find out more information. 

• The Empire Air Training Scheme and No 10 EFTS 

• Warbirds 

• Pilots in the RAAF 

• Canberra Air Disaster 

Next formulate your hypothesis about this historical topic e.g. Topic is 10EFTS and Hypothesis could be A trainee’s life was 
hard work, sweat and tears. 

Focusing on this historical topic what else do you want to know? 

• Who is involved? 

• What was their role or activity? 

• Why were they here? 

• When – create a timeframe? 

• How did they ….? 

To answer your questions what other types of information or source material might you need to find? 

• Archival records 

• Photographs 

My Research Project 
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My Research Project 
Topic:     

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

Hypothesis : 

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

Questions: 

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

Sources: 

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

Type of secondary source: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 


